SEWALL AS A  BUSINESS MAN.             S/

ministers even refused to baptize unless with a Scrip-
tural name. Three years later Sewall took his Mas-
ter's degree, coming first with the significant thesis,
" An peccatum originate sit et peccatum et poena?"
which may be freely translated "Whether original
sin be both sin and its punishment ? " The college
had now been established some thirty years ; and its
culture from the start, although hedged in by the
general poverty, had been a white flame in the dark-
ness of that wilderness which was with a very definite
gravity trying to drag down the Englishmen here to
its own level. There had been presidents already,
and Rev. Charles Chauncey at Sewall's graduation
was at the head. That sweet man of God, President
Dunster, whose fault was to have had that charity
in dealing with the acrid theological quarrels of his
age without which " there is nothing worth/' had
already departed under a heavy load of obloquy to
his Old Colony home, and had there died. Gracious
hands had embalmed him in a rude way by filling his
cofHn with tansy and other herbs; and so he was
brought to Cambridge, and buried just across the
road from the college where he had so wrought and
suffered. Generations after, the inscription on his
gravestone having become illegible, the corporation
(1845) gave him new funeral honors, and identified
the body by these same herbs still retaining their
fragrance, very much as when they opened the coffin
of Charles V. of Spain the sprigs of thyme were
almost as fragrant as when they had been gathered
seven ages before in the woods of Yuste.e
